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September 13, 1814. British warships began theirr bombardment of Fort
McHenry at seven o'clock in the morning. The assault would last for 25 hours.
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One fascinated observer was the young American lawyer Francis Scott

Key, who watched the battle from a British ship a short distance away.

He had come aboard on a mission to obtain the release of a captured

American doctor but was not allowed to leave until the attack was over.

The shelling continved all day and
into the night. As dawn broke,

Key peered into the distance. 7 N —
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= ﬁ‘ Wk had not taken the fort after alll Overjoyed,
Ay ﬂ-?" = Key began to write a celebratory poem
ﬁm'»‘:* = W) | on the back of an old letter.

“:é%" ";H:
. J

| ' — "0 53y can you see, by the dawn's c:::r|~,f |1ght
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What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming,

Whase broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,

O’er the rAmparts we watched were so qq”qrﬂ:]}f streaming?
L : ;

September |4. Despite their overwhelming firepower, the
British could not destroy the fort or defeat its defenders.
They abandoned their assault and departed. The war was
not over, but Baltimore--and the whole eastern shore of

2d the spectacular barrage of the night before the young nation--were saved from British occupation.
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"And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air, / Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. ..



The Star Spangled Banner

By that afternoon, Rey was back in Baltimore,
BY where he scribbled down the rest of the poem
THE DAWN'g EARLY LIGHT - and rushed it to a printer. Within days, ’
the poem had circulated throughout 48
the town and been turned into a _&
rousing anthem, sung to the =
tune of an old drinking song,
“To Anacreon in Heaven.”
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January 8, 1815. It was Jackson whﬁ;f et band played it to General Andrew Jackson,
American troops in the Battle of New Orle:

» [ i)
the largest conflict of the War of 1812, % s iR \ '
N R _L_| December 24, 1814,
In an astounding victory, Jackson's ‘ Treaty of Ghent.
~ ‘destroyed an army twice

\
The song quickly became a national sensation,
making its way to New Orleans, where a military }}

s

(? S ~ its size. The British lost
Pt :

2,057; the Americans,

Ironically, by the time that battle
was fought, the United States had
already signed a peace treaty with
Britain, though no one in America
knew it because it tock months for
the signed treaty to be shipped
across the Atlantic. In one sense,
the war changed nothing—-the
relationship between Britain and
the United States went back to
what it had been before the war.

But in another, everything had changed. For the second
time, the United States had taken on the mightiest nation
on earth . . . and proved itself.

A spinit of nationalism swept the country, and the
symbol of that feeling was immortalized in a
passionately patriotic song. Francis Scott Key's
“Star-Spangled Banner” officially became the
American national anthem on March 3, 1931,
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| The Constitution

Finally, a committee polished the lanquage of the Constitution and added an inspiring preamble:

IN ORDER
TO FORM A
MORE PERFECT
UNION,
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The Constitution J

PROVIPE FOR THE COMMON DEFENCE, j

SECURITY

THE

| CONSTITUTION |
| OFTHE

| UNITED STATES

DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION FOR THE UNITED STATES OF f’*.ﬁ-"lERlC!—”"..:I




‘The Declaration of Independence

But who would write the first draft of the declaration? The committee agreed on the basic form and content of
The committee quickly came to a conclusion. the document, then Jefferson drafted it. He wanted to

express what most Americans were thinking—-to capture

P the “tone and Spirit” of “the American mind."
UMPOPULAR.
THE WRITER p ide
-

SHOULD BE A
SOUTHERNER,
NOT A
NORTHERNEE.

independence—-especially
Virginia’s Declaration of Rights

MR. JEFFERSON, :
YOU ARE THE BEST | &,
WRITER AMONG /

Jefferson dwided the declaration into three sections: the intreduction;
the list of wrongs perpetrated by the king; and the conclusion.

The first paragraph of the introduction states that the
time has come for Americans to cut their ties with
Great Britain . ..

...and take ther place
among all the self-
governing peoples of the
world.

NOW WE ARE
PROCGLAIMING OUR
INDEPENDENCE!




|iThe Declaration of 11’1dePendémef:H

We hrold these truths to be Jeﬁi evident

The second paragraph of the
declaration expresses the
fundamental principles of
the new nation: that

“all men are created equal”
and have natural rnghts
that cannot be taken
away from them,

By equality,
Jefferson actually

did not mean that
everyone has the
same abilifies.
Rather, he suggests
that all human beings
are born with the
same God-qiven and
legal rights.

Yet in 18th-century America, all indwduals did not have the same nights
under the law. White men who did not own land or buildings, as well
as all women, Indians, and slaves, did not have the same privileges as 'S
white men with property. Since that time, Jefferson’s 1dea of equalty &

has remained an sdeal, a goal toward which we still strive.
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The declaration defined natural human rghts as including those of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”
and said that governments are founded to protect these rights,

The Pursuit of

Happiness ‘C _




The Maytlower Compact
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The Adventurers hired a 100-foot
merchant ship called the Mayflower.
On board, the Separatists met
their new 5h||::rm.atr35.

MAKE WAY,
THERE!

DON'T TAKE THAT
TONE WITH ME, SIR. | AM
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN,

s GOING! "\{lﬁ' '
et
e t
s

vy,

GOVERNOR OF THE
MAYFLOWER.

)/ MY NAME

7 e ERADFORD, SIR, AND

WE HAVE ELECTED
NO GOVERNOR.

>

THE INVESTORS HAVE HIRED ME TO
KEEP ORDER IN THE PASSENGER HOLD.

DO YOU GO TO

_ L VIRGINIA TO SPREAD TH
WORD OF GOD? \

Plimoth

A\
/i\ o GREAT
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On September 6, 1620, the Mayflower set sal with 102
passengers, 25-30 crewmen, two dogs, and assorted

goats and pigeons. Its skipper was Master Christopher
Jones, an experienced seaman,

Only half of the passengers were Filgrims. The other half were a diverse group

of tradesmen, merchants, and craftsmen and their famlies, enrolled by the
Adventurers. The suspicious Pilgrims called the newcomers “Strangers.”




The Mayﬂower Compact
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As autumn storms s o = g
battered the ship, 3 (
f
belowdecks, seasick |8
and ternfied.

i
“ The storms swept the
Mayflower far north of the
Hudson River, toward the
shores of New England.

EBEAR SOUTH
ALONG THE COAST, TOWARD
THE HUDSON RIVER.
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: On November 9, 1620, off
@ the banks of Cape Cod . . .
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Yet shoals and
sandbars lurking
beneath the
surface of the
water threatened
to run the
Mayflower
. aground and
break her up.

NOT WE CLOSE
o LAND?

O\ rucscare
WVl RISKY WATERS, K=
f INDEED.

TURN BACK!
WE CANNOT RISK A SHIPWRECK.

WE WILLRETURN NORTH i,
TO CAPE COD.
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HISTORY /
GRAPHIC NOVELS

In the Great American Documents series,
the teacher and graphic-book author Ruth
Ashby and the renowned illustrator Ernie
Col6n tell the story of the United States
through the major speeches, laws, procla-
mations, court decisions, and essays that
shaped 1t.

T be Great American Documents: Volume 1
introduces as series narrator none other than
Uncle Sam, who walks us through twenty es-
sential documents. Each document gets a
chapter, in which Uncle Sam explains its key
passages, its origins, how it came to be writ-
ten, and its impact. This graphic primer is an
indispensable resource for students and any-
one else who wants the facts of American
history close at hand.

RUTH ASHBY
more than thirty books for children and
young adults. A former book editor, she
teaches English at the Portledge School in
Locust Valley, New York.

is the author of

ERNIE COLON is the illustrator of
the New 2ork Times bestseller The ¢/rr
Report: A Graphic Adapration, After g/.rf.'
America’s War on Terror (2001- ), Che: A
Graphic Biograpby, and Anne Frank: The Anne
Frank House Authorized Graphic Biography
(all published by Hill and Wang). He has
worked at Marvel and at DC Comics, where
he oversaw the production for Green Lantern,
HWonder Woman, Blackbawik, and The Flash.

Ruth Ashby and Ernie Colén live in Hun-
tington, New York.
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The Mayflower Compact
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