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CRACKING
THE
THROTTLE
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AFTER THE NEIGHBORHOOF FLAYHOUSE, M-GQUEEN
WAS ACCEFTETR IN THE HERBERT BERGHOF STUFIO,
THIS WAS FOLLOWETD BY SLMMER STOCK PERFORMANCES

IN 1953 ANF 1984, THEN, IN 1988, HE AUPITIONET BEFORE
THE LEGENPARY LEE STRASBERG..

WHEN I PLAY
MUSIC, NOTHING |15
CLOSER TO ME.

MeQLEEN'S FERFORMANCE
OF A MONOLOGLE FROM
SOLPEN BOY=--A PLAY .
ABOUT A VIOLINIST WHO ¢
CHOOSES TO BECONME A
BOXER-—-CONVINCEPR
STRASBERG TO ACCEFT HIM.
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MeGUEEN HAT ALWAYS
LOVEP MOTORCYCLES, HIS
FIRST BIKE WAS A 1946
INPIAN CHIEF IN NEW YORK
CITY, HE OWNEF A HARLET-
PAVIPSON MOPEL K THAT
HE NOT ONLY USEP FOR
TRANSPORTATION.. ..

... HE ALSO USER IT FOR RACING AT
HEARBY LONG ISLANP CITY RACEWAY

A CONSISTENT WINNER ON THE TRACK, ANT
THE FRIZE MONEY SUFPLEMENTER HIS
IRFEGULAR ACTING INCOME.
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IT WAS PLREING THIS TIME THAT MeGUEEN LITERALLY CROSSER
W PATHS WITH A YOLING ACTRESS AN FANCER, FLUBY NEILAM
1 SALVATOR ATPAMS--BETTER KNOWHN A% NEILE APAMS,

AFTER SEVERAL PASSING ENCOLINTERS, STEVE FINALLY ASKET NEILE

CUT. AT THE TIME SHE

HAT THE LEAF ROLE OF BABE IN THE FAJAMA

GAME., WHEN THE NIGHT'S FERFORMANCE AT ERCAFPWAY S SHLIBERT

W THEATER WAS OVER, 5

TEVE WAS WAITING ... ON HIS HARLEY.

HI, NEILE. HOF

h ON--LET'S 60/




OF THE TWO, IT
WAS NEILE WHO
HAF THE GREATER
ACTING CAREER
PLURING THIS TIME-=

SHE WAS MAKING
£50,000 A YEAR
COMPAREDR TO
STEVE'S §3.000.
THEN, IN LATE 1957,
THINGS CHANGET
FOR McGLIEEN.

THE POPLILARITY OF TELEVISION
HAF MUSHROOMET PURING
THE 1950<. THE THREE

NETWORKS OF NBC, CBS, ONE OF THE
ANT ABC POMINATER MOST FOFLLAR
THE MARKET. TELEVISION
GENRES WAS

THE WESTERN.

CBS WANTET A SFPIN-OFF OF TRACKETOWN, A SERIES :
ABOLT TEXAS RANGER HOLBY GILMAN (ROBERT CULP). |§
THE PILOT FOR THE NEW BOUNTY-HUNTER SERIES
WOLILT AIR ON TRACKFPOWN. IF RESPFONSE WAS
STRONG, THE SERIES WOLLP G6ET THE GREEN LIGHT,

CLLE WHO KNEW
McQUEEN FROM
THEIR GREENWICH
VILLAGE DAYS,
RECOMMENDED
HiM FOR THE
ROLE OF BOUNTY
HUNTER JOSH
FANPALL.
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"THE BOUINTY HLINTER" AIREP ON MARCH 7, 1958, AUFIENCE
FEACTION TO McoGIHEEN WAS S0 GREAT THAT HE STARREL IN
A SECONDP TRACKFOWN EFISOPE, "THE BROTHERS,"

VIEWERS 60T A FPOUBLE FPOSE OF MoQUIEEN
A% HE STARFKEF IN THE PUAL ROLES OF
TWIN EROTHERS WES ANF MAL COFY.

THE SHERIFF
TELLS ME THAT
FANGER'S STILL
I TOWHN.

WHAT'S
THE HARM IN
THaT?

HE'S GOT NO

BLISINESS HERE AT ALL
IF ¥OU CAN STEAL HI% GLIN
AN BAPGE, THERE'S NO
REASON FOR HIM
TO BE HEFRE.

TO HELF HI= SHOW STANT OUT
FROM THE OTHER WESTERNS,
STEVE MeQUEEN CARRIER A
SAWET-OFF WINCHESTER. THE
"WARE'S LEG,” A5 IT WaS CALLETR,
WAS JUST 19 INCHES LONG. ANF
BECALISE IT WAS A REAL RIFLE,
IT COST THE STURIC 1,100 IN
FIREARMS LICENSES,

WANTE: PEAF ORF ALIVE
PEBLTER IN THE FRIME-TIME
SLOT OF B:30 ON SATURTAY,
SEFTEMBER &, 1958. PLRING
ITS THREE-YEAR RUMN, IT Was
A TOF 10 HIT. MeQUEEN"S NEW
FINANCIAL SECURITY GAVE

HiM THE FREEFPOM TO PLIRSLIE
HI& OTHER GREAT PASSION...




--.RACING.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WAS A MECCA FOR RACING ANP STEVE,
WANTING TO TAKE HI> PRIVING SKILLS TO THE NEXT LEVEL, BOLIGHT
A 1958 FORSCHE SFEEFSTER 1600 SUFER, A STARTER RACECAR.
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IN 1959, HE ENTERER NINE SPORTS CAR

CLUB OF AMERICA RACES. HI% FIRST

OFFICIAL RACE OCCURRET ON MaY

30, 1959, THE PRELIMINARY

SANTA BARBARA COMPETITION.

IT WAS ONE OF THE FEW

STEVE, WHAT TIMES HE QUESTIONER

ARE YOU FoiNe HI& PRIVING SKILLS.
DT HERE?

BUT, WHEN IT WaAS OVER, THE
ROCKIE HAR FINISHER 11TH IN HIS
CLASS-=ANT HE WAS HOOKETD

IN HIS SECONT RACE, THE NOVICE
LANTA BARBARA HELD LATER THE
SAME PAY, MeQUEEN FINISHETD
FIRST IN HIS CLASS.

IN HI* NEXT THREE RACES, THE SANTA BARBARA, THE
FRELIMINAKY HOWURGLASS FIELE, ANT THE HOLRGLASS
FIELE, HE WAS PNS--FIF NOT START.

ON JUNE 21, AT THE CONSOLATION HOLIRGLASS
FIELT PRIVING A FORSCHE 356 CARRERA,
MeQUEEN ANP CO-PRIVER EARL CALLICULT
FINISHED THIRT IN THEIR CLASS,

ON SEFTEMBER 5, AT THE FRELIMINARTY
SANTA BARBARA, NOW PRIVING

A MORE FOWERFLIL LOTUS XTI,

HE FINISHEP SECONT

IH HIS CLASS.

THE NEKT PAY AT THE SANTA BARBARA, ANP AGAIN PRIVING THE
LOTUS XKI, HE WAS IN THE LEAF WHEN HE SPUN OUT, FINISHING YTH.

ON SEPTEMBER 20, AT THE
SCOA REGIONAL PEL MAR,
AGAIN IN A LOTUS XTI,

HE WaS IN THE LEAT

WHEN HE ACCIFPENTALLY

HIT THE EMERGENCY

——= FLEL SWITCH ON
THE PASH, CUTTING

His FOWER. HE

FINISHEF &6TH

IN HIS CLASS,

ANT WHEN HE WASN'T CAR
FACING ON THE TRACK...




